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LITERARY LUNCHEON  2016-2017 
at the Hamilton-Wenham Public Library 

Meeting on the third Tuesday of each month at 11:30 a.m. 
Bring lunch, we will have the drinks and dessert ready 

A copy of each book may be picked up during the meeting (or after)  
the month prior.  

 

 

September 20, 2016 – Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster boy by Gary S. 

Schmidt     [author will be coming to speak—Community Read]   

It only takes a few hours for Turner Buckminster to start hating Phippsburg, Maine. No one in 

town will let him forget that he's a minister's son, even if he doesn't act like one. But then he meets Lizzie 

Bright Griffin, a smart and sassy girl from a poor nearby island community founded by former slaves. 

Despite his father's-and the town's-disapproval of their friendship, Turner spends time with Lizzie, and it 

opens up a whole new world to him, filled with the mystery and wonder of Maine's rocky coast. The two 

soon discover that the town elders, along with Turner's father, want to force the people to leave Lizzie's 

island so that Phippsburg can start a lucrative tourist trade there. Turner gets caught up in a spiral of 

disasters that alter his life-but also lead him to new levels of acceptance and maturity. This sensitively 

written historical novel, based on the true story of a community's destruction, highlights a unique 

friendship during a time of change. Author's note. 

 

 



October 18, 2016 –A Star for Mrs. Blake by April Smith    

    Cora Blake never dreamed she’d go to Paris. She’s hardly ever left the small fishing village where she 

grew up. Yet in the summer of 1931, she is invited to travel to France with hundreds of other Gold Star 

Mothers, courtesy of the U.S. government, to say goodbye to their fallen sons, American casualties of 

World War I who were buried overseas.  

 

Chaperoned by a dashing West Point officer, Cora’s group includes the wife of an immigrant chicken 

farmer; a housemaid; a socialite; a former tennis star in precarious mental health; and dozens of other 

women from all over the country. Along the way, the women will forge lifelong friendships as they face a 

death, a scandal, and a secret revealed. 

  

November 15, 2016— The Girl in the Blue Beret by Bobbie Ann Mason 

 Inspired by the wartime experiences of her father-in-law, Bobbie Ann Mason has crafted the 

haunting and profoundly moving story of an American World War II pilot shot down in Occupied Europe, 

and his wrenching odyssey of discovery, decades later, as he uncovers the truth about those who helped 

him escape in 1944.  

 At twenty-three, Marshall Stone was a confident, cocksure U.S. flyboy stationed in England, with several 

bombing raids in a B-17 under his belt. But when enemy fighters forced his plane to crash-land in a 

Belgian field during a mission to Germany, Marshall had to rely solely on the kindness of ordinary Belgian 

and French citizens to help him hide from and evade the Nazis. Decades later, restless and at the end of 

his career as an airline pilot, Marshall returns to the crash site and finds himself drawn back in time, 

unable to stop thinking about the people who risked their lives to save Allied pilots like him. Most of all, 

he is obsessed by the girl in the blue beret, a courageous young woman who protected and guided him 

in occupied Paris. 

 Framed in spellbinding, luminous prose, Marshall’s search for her gradually unfolds, becoming a voyage 

of discovery that reveals truths about himself and the people he knew during the war. Deeply beautiful 

and impossible to put down, The Girl in the Blue Beret is an unforgettable story—intimate, affecting, 

exquisite—of memories, second chances, and one intrepid girl who risked it all for a stranger.  

 

   

 



 

 

 December 20, 2016 – Frozen Water Trade by Gavin Weightman  [BCK]  

 On February 13, 1806, the brig Favorite left Boston harbor bound for the Caribbean island of 

Martinique with a cargo that few imagined would survive the month-long voyage. Packed in hay in the 

hold were large chunks of ice cut from a frozen Massachusetts lake. This was the first venture of a young 

Boston entrepreneur, Frederic Tudor, who believed he could make a fortune selling ice to people in the 

tropics. 

Ridiculed at the outset, Tudor endured years of hardship before he was to fulfill his dream. Over the 

years, he and his rivals extended the frozen-water trade to Havana, Charleston, New Orleans, London, 

and finally to Calcutta, where in 1833 more than one hundred tons of ice survived a four-month journey 

of 16,000 miles with two crossings of the equator. The Frozen Water Trade is a fascinating account of the 

birth of an industry that ultimately revolutionized domestic life for millions of people. 

January 17, 2017 – The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown [BCK]  

 For readers of Unbroken, out of the depths of the Depression comes an irresistible story about 

beating the odds and finding hope in the most desperate of times—the improbable, intimate account of 

how nine working-class boys from the American West showed the world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin 

what true grit really meant. 

It was an unlikely quest from the start. With a team composed of the sons of loggers, shipyard workers, 

and farmers, the University of Washington’s eight-oar crew team was never expected to defeat the elite 

teams of the East Coast and Great Britain, yet they did, going on to shock the world by defeating the 

German team rowing for Adolf Hitler. The emotional heart of the tale lies with Joe Rantz, a teenager 

without family or prospects, who rows not only to regain his shattered self-regard but also to find a real 

place for himself in the world. Drawing on the boys’ own journals and vivid memories of a once-in-a-

lifetime shared dream, Brown has created an unforgettable portrait of an era, a celebration of a 

remarkable achievement, and a chronicle of one extraordinary young man’s personal quest. 

 

 

 

 



February 21, 2017-- Luncheon of the Boating Party by Susan Vreeland  

 A vivid exploration of one of the most beloved Renoir paintings in the world, done 

with a flourish worthy of Renoir himself (USA Today)  

With her richly textured novels, Susan Vreeland has offered pioneering portraits of artists lives. Now, as 

she did in Girl in Hyacinth Blue, Vreeland once again focuses on a single painting, Auguste Renoir’s 

instantly recognizable masterpiece, which depicts a gathering of Renoir’s real friends enjoying a summer 

Sunday on a café terrace along the Seine. Narrated by Renoir and seven of the models, the novel 

illuminates the gusto, hedonism, and art of the era. With a gorgeous palette of vibrant, captivating 

characters, Vreeland paints their lives, loves, losses, and triumphs so vividly that the painting literally 

comes alive (The Boston Globe). 

 March 21, 2017 – The Sandcastle Girls by Chris Bohjalian 

 When Elizabeth Endicott arrives in Aleppo, Syria, she has a diploma from Mount Holyoke, a crash 

course in nursing, and only the most basic grasp of the Armenian language. It’s 1915, and Elizabeth has 

volunteered to help deliver food and medical aid to refugees of the Armenian Genocide during the First 

World War. There she meets Armen, a young Armenian engineer who has already lost his wife and infant 

daughter. After leaving Aleppo and traveling into Egypt to join the British Army, he begins to write 

Elizabeth letters, realizing that he has fallen in love with the wealthy young American.  

  

Years later, their American granddaughter, Laura, embarks on a journey back through her family’s 

history, uncovering a story of love, loss—and a wrenching secret that has been buried for generations. 

 

April 18, 2017— The Mapmaker’s Children by Sarah McCoy 

 When Sarah Brown, daughter of abolitionist John Brown, realizes that her artistic talents may be 

able to help save the lives of slaves fleeing north, she becomes one of the Underground Railroad’s 

leading mapmakers, taking her cues from the slave code quilts and hiding her maps within her paintings. 

She boldly embraces this calling after being told the shocking news that she can’t bear children, but as 

the country steers toward bloody civil war, Sarah faces difficult sacrifices that could put all she loves in 



peril. 

   Eden, a modern woman desperate to conceive a child with her husband, moves to an old house in the 

suburbs and discovers a porcelain head hidden in the root cellar—the remains of an Underground 

Railroad doll with an extraordinary past of secret messages, danger and deliverance.  

   Ingeniously plotted to a riveting end, Sarah and Eden’s woven lives connect the past to the present, 

forcing each of them to define courage, family, love, and legacy in a new way. 

  

  

May 16, 2017—Swans of Fifth Avenue by Melanie Benjamin  

  Of all the glamorous stars of New York high society, none blazes brighter than Babe 

Paley. Her flawless face regularly graces the pages of Vogue, and she is celebrated and adored for her 

ineffable style and exquisite taste, especially among her friends—the alluring socialite Swans Slim Keith, 

C. Z. Guest, Gloria Guinness, and Pamela Churchill. By all appearances, Babe has it all: money, beauty, 

glamour, jewels, influential friends, a prestigious husband, and gorgeous homes. But beneath this 

elegantly composed exterior dwells a passionate woman—a woman desperately longing for true love and 

connection. 

 

Enter Truman Capote. This diminutive golden-haired genius with a larger-than-life personality explodes 

onto the scene, setting Babe and her circle of Swans aflutter. Through Babe, Truman gains an unlikely 

entrée into the enviable lives of Manhattan’s elite, along with unparalleled access to the scandal and 

gossip of Babe’s powerful circle. Sure of the loyalty of the man she calls “True Heart,” Babe never 

imagines the destruction Truman will leave in his wake. But once a storyteller, always a storyteller—even 

when the stories aren’t his to tell. 

 

Truman’s fame is at its peak when such notable celebrities as Frank and Mia Sinatra, Lauren Bacall, and 

Rose Kennedy converge on his glittering Black and White Ball. But all too soon, he’ll ignite a literary 

scandal whose repercussions echo through the years. The Swans of Fifth Avenue will seduce and startle 

readers as it opens the door onto one of America’s most sumptuous eras. 

 

**titles subject to change, if needed** 

 


