was named in 1793. Photo, J. Hauck, 2016.

Police department shoulder patch, in 1960s, had the Massachusetts state seal. In 1970s and 80s, the patch had a
military helmet with 4 stars in recognition of Gen. George S. Patton and a horsehead in recognition of the town's
long interest in horses. Since the 1990s, the patch has had a profile of Alexander Hamilton, for whom the town

History of

Hamilton Police Department

Today, 2016, the Hamilton Police Department con-
sists of: Chief of Police, Russell M. Stevens; Lieuten-
ant, Scott Janes; Sergeants: Stephen Tranpanier,
Stephen Walsh, and Karen Wallace; Detective, Joe
Achadinha; Patrolmen: Brian Shaw, Matthew Do-
novan, Kent Richards, Michael Wetson, Andrew Neill,
Michael Girolimon, Jeffrey Cross; and Gena Bretellia;
and Christine Larcom, the Administrative Assistant to
the Chief of Police. There is one constable, Richard
Flynn, appointed by the Board of Selectmen.

Hamilton built its current police station in 2007. It is
part of the Hamilton Public Safety Building, which al-
so houses the fire department and the Emergency
Communications Center. *°

In the police station are: a Chief's office, a recep-
tion desk, an armory, an evidence room, a large of-
ficer locker room, a briefing room, an office for 3 ser-
geants, an office for the patrolmen, and separate
bathrooms

At the back of the station, there is a booking area
that is accessible from both the vehicle garage and
the station. When bringing an individual of interest to
the station, the cruiser enters the garage and the de-
tained person is brought into the booking area. In this
protected area there are 3 holding cells: male, female
and juvenile (each has toilet and sink). The entire ar-
ea has tv coverage. Massachusetts law (MGL 263)

requires prisoners to be segregated by gender and
juvenile (7-17 years). There also is an interview room.
At the reception desk, there is a breathalyzer, finger
printer and an identification camera. ®

The 2016 Police Department budget was
$1,534,198, an increase of 5.2% from 2015 actual.
1,458,554 &

Massachusetts General Law (MGL), Part 1, Title
VII, Chapter 41, Section 98 establishes the "Powers
and Duties" of Hamilton's police officers. The current
Hamilton by-law, with regard to police enforcement,
was last updated May 5, 1998. °°

The Hamilton Emergency Communications Center
(ECC), a computer based phone system, handles all
service and emergency calls from residents, alarms
and calls from other communities. On duty all day
every day, ECC personnel have state of the art
equipment, including mapping, cell phone information
and several other features. Hamilton's Police Chief
directs the ECC, however it remains a separate de-
partment > working with the town's police and fire de-
partments, and its ambulance service.

Beauport Ambulance Service provides ambulance
service, which it began in 2013. Its vehicles are sta-
tioned at the Hamilton Emergency Center on Bay
Road.

Treasures of Hamilton History: Police Department
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A 2016 study of FBI crime statistics for Massachu-
setts towns and cities ranks Hamilton as one of the
safest towns in the state. The study evaluated the
number of reported violent crimes (aggravated as-
sault, murder, rape, and robbery) and property crimes
(burglary, arson, larceny-theft, and motor vehicle
theft) in each municipality. Hamilton is the 30" safest
of 100 towns with populations more than 8,000. 8

The Massachusetts Police Accreditation Commis-
sion, in 2012, fully accredited the Hamilton Police
Department, a distinction given to just 51 Massachu-
setts communities (as of 2016). An accredited de-
partment meets more than 300 standards for facili-
ties, operations and procedures.

How did all this come about?

First office in meetinghouse

Until breaking away from the Town of Ipswich in
1793, the Hamlet's constables and watchmen used a
room in the basement of the meetinghouse (church)
as their watch house (it also was where the select-
men held meetings). This practice continued after
Hamilton became a separate town.

Just after 100 years of having been a town, Hamil-
ton voters, in 1897, agreed to build a "town house"
(town hall) on Main Street (now Bay Road). The build-
ing was erected in the town center: the area between
the meetinghouse and Bridge Street.

A room to the rlght of the front door served as the
Constables Office. At the time, there were 6 part-
time constables. For law-breakers, a small jail cell
was in the basement. Prisoners were held here be-
fore being taken to the jail in Ipswich. It is not known
when the Police Department stopped using the
basement jail cell. (It is now used to store building
maintenance supplies.)

The constable/police office was in the town hall un-
til March 1941, when the Federal Government re-
quired there be a room in the building where Old Age
Assistance (OAA) applicants could be interviewed
privately. *’ The selectmen moved the police office to
a store next to the pharmacy (now Connolly's Phar-
macy) on the corner of Main Street and Railroad Av-
enue. * In addition to an officer on duty during the
day, and an officer was on duty from 5 pm until mid-
night. The town's Rationing Board also was at the po-
lice office. **

The station was here until 1947, when the select-
men moved it to 2 rooms on the second floor of the
depot Hamilton Hardware store building (now the
Talbot's bu:ldmg) the former location of the American
Legion. ° The larger of the two rooms served as an
office and the smaller room was for equipment stor-
age. (Note: the office desk on display in the foyer of
the Hamilton Public Safety Building was used in the
depot building office.) 8

The station's location at the depot provided police
availability in the most thickly settled and business
district of the town. However, the narrow stairway to
the second floor caused access problems. Further,
there still was not a holding cell. ° Those arrested
were dlrectlg brought, for booking, to the Beverly po-
lice station. *°

In 1958, Hamilton built a combination police and
fire station on Main Street across from the Asbury
Street intersection. ** The police station had a two
holding ceIIs later, the department built a third cell for
juveniles. ® Other department needs soon led to us-
ing the juvenile cell to meet needs other than holding
teenagers. In 1989, computer equipment was in the
cell and also the prisoner booking area. &’

In 1960, the telephone company closed the ex-
change on Railroad Ave., which had been handling
police and fire emergency calls. To replace this ser-
vice, Hamilton established an Emergency Communi-
cations Center (ECC) at the police station. The ECC
handled calls and alarms for both Hamilton and Wen-
ham, using telephones and radios for police and fire
frequencies. There was no 911.

By 2000, the ECC was answering an average of
nearly a thousand caIIs per month for the Hamilton
Police Department ® A decade later, the number was
nearly 4,000/mon. ®

The police remained at the Bay Road station until
2007, when the town built a Public Safety Buﬂdmg for
the police and fire stations, as well as the ECC. °

£.57 A0 AR [P
Office desk, on display in the foyer of the Hamilton Public
Safety Building, was first used in the depot building office.
Photo, J. Hauck, 2016
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Hamilton Police Department occupies the left section of the Hamilton Emergency Center, built in 2008. Fire Department

is in right section and garage to far right (not shown).
Photo, Hamilton Emergency Center, 2014

Hamilton Public Safety
Building, on Bay Road,
has police station (/eft
side) and fire station
(right side), and Emer-
gency Communications
Center (center). Lobby
has reception desks for
each department. Built
in 2007, the HPSB is the
6" location for the Po-
lice Department.

P

PoliceADepartment reception area,

Photo, J. Hauck, 2016.
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’ 1941 — Police worked out of a store beside Connolly's
—_) T e D g Pharmacy, at the corner of Main Street and Railroad Av-

1793 -- Hamilton's constables first station was in basement of enue. Photo, Hamilton Historical Society.

First Congregational Church meetinghouse.
Photo, 1910, Hamilton Historical Society.

Hamilton's Police Station ...
leased space in several buildings
before having its own structure.

1947 — Hardware store building at the depot had police of-
fices on second floor. Photo, Hamilton Historical Society

1897 -- Constables had an office to the right of entrance to 1958 — Police Department was in building next to library
new Hamilton town hall. Photo, Hamilton Historical Society. on Bay Road. Photo, Hamilton Historical Society.
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Constables in the beginning

Today (2016), constables are recommended by the
police chief, and appointed by the selectmen, for a 1-
year term. Their sole duty is to serve court documents
upon a party involved in civil or criminal litigation with
the State, District or Superior Courts or the U.S. Fed-
eral District or Superior Courts. *

Originally, constables had many duties. They col-
lected taxes. The selectmen gave each constable an
amount they were to obtain from each town resident.
Collections were made twice a year. The constable
brought the taxes to the town’s treasurer and report-
ed, to the selectmen those residents that did not pay
their taxes. ’ As late as 1874 Hamilton's constables
collected taxes, and fines. 2

The constable also warned people, who the
selectmen declared as undesirables, to immediately
leave the town. The town reimbursed the constables
for taking care of tramps; this included tickets they
bought, so these "out-of-towners" could leave town-

In the early 1800s, Hamilton’s part-time constable
roster was 2 or 3. However, in 1896, there were an
aII time high of 6. Their total compensation was $75.

%" The population, at the time was about 1,500.

As in England, the main qualification for being a
colonial constable was "that he be of sufficient es-
tate," i.e., a landowner. The constable had to be of

good character and an accepted town resident.

Asbury Grove police station, built in the late 19th century,
no longer remains. It was a small, two-story building oppo-
site the dining hall. There now is a garden on the site of the
old station. > As the number of visitors decreased in the 20th
century, there was no longer a need for police supervision.
By the 1940s the Grove's superintendent and other residents
were granted the status, from the Hamilton Police Depart-
ment, to be “special police.” This gave them legal control
over any wrongdoing. > The Hamilton Police Department

now has responsibility for the Grove.
Photo, Hamilton Historical Society.

The constables were in charge of the watch, to see
that all disturbances and disorders in the night were
prevented or suppressed; to examine all persons
walking abroad after ten o'clock of their business and
whither they were going, and, in case such persons
gave no reasonable satisfaction, then to secure them
until the next morning and to bring them to judge.

Watchmen brought to the constable people they
found disorderly or acting in a suspicious manner. If
the watchman saw any apparent common danger,
which they could not prevent or stop, they sounded
an alarm, usually the ringing of a bell.

Every man, from 16 to 60 years of age, was re-
quired to serve his turn, as a watchman, also called a
nightwalker and a wakeman. They were not paid.
The night watches consisted of three tours of two
men. The watchmen walked about the inhabited parts
of the town to prevent any danger by fire, and to see
that good order was kept.

Other services of constables included serving sub-
poenas for court appearances, and delivering tax no-
tices, eviction notices, and judges' notices. A signifi-
cant duty of the constables notifying all residents of
the annual town meeting and special town meetings.
They mailed a post card to each voter in the town at
least 3 days before the time appointed for a meeting.
21 1931 was the last year that the department is re-
ported to have done this. ’

The earliest mention of a constable in the town's
annual reports was in 1847: Nathanlel B. Butler was a
constable and also the auditor.

The Wenham-Hamilton Times, on Mar. 14, 1901,
reported that ballot-fixing occurred at the town hall,
“One of the bright young men of the town fixed the
ballots in the cellar of the town hall,” crossmg out
names of two constables and substituting others.

This revelation did not cause a change in how
constables were chosen. In the following years there
were calls for a change. At the 1940 Annual Town
Meeting, the moderator initially ruled that a motion to
discontinue the election of constables and have them
appointed by the selectmen passed by voice vote. His
decision was questioned. A standlng vote showed the
motion failed, of 75 to 67. ** 2 The election of Hamil-
ton constables ended in 1951. 3372

Police department began in 1898

Although, in 1838, a bill passed in the General Court
allowed towns to appoint police officers with all the
powers of constables, except the serving and execut-
ing any civil process, Hamilton did not have a police
officer until 1898: Charles T. Litchfield was the town's
first police officer. * Litchfield, in addition to being a
police officer, was the town clerk, for many years, the
Pound Keeper, Tramp Officer, Keeper of the lockup
(jail in the basement), and the janitor. 3

Treasures of Hamilton History: Police Department
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In 1903, the town's bylaws gave the selectmen
control of the Police Department, and authority to
make, "from time to time, such rules and regulations
for the government, disposition and management of
the police as they may deem expedient." '® They ap-
pointed all members of the police force.

There was neither special education nor training
required for being a police office. In general, the re-
quirements were to be strong and a man. All mem-
bers of Hamilton's Police Department, until «1947,
were on part-time service. ** That year, the selectmen
appointed Edward H. Frederick, who had joined the
department in 1927, to be the full-time Police Chief. ®
At the time, there also were 10 part-time officers. The
chief worked every day, except Sunday, from early
morning to late in the day. The part-time officers
worked 16 to 20 hrs./wk. %

A second full-time officer, Sgt. Lester (Let) D.
Charles, was aappointed in 1956. He served from
1949 to 1976. ° In 1957, there were only 2 full-time
officers and 5 part-time officers. ®® An additional of-
ficer was added in 1958, ** and another in 1959. " By
2002, there were: 15 full-time officers, 14 reserve of-
ficers, and a full-time secretary for the Police Depart-
ment. > This was the most officers to date. '

Reserve officers assist with special events; they
work shifts when full-time officers are ill or on vaca-
tion; they augment the force in emergencies and they
perform many other vital functions.

Hamilton first had reserve officers in 1942: they
were called auxiliary officers. Police Chief Frederick
trained 25 men to assist the Civilian Defense (CD)
Committee during blackouts. They had armbands,
whistles, flashlights, and nightsticks. Later, the town
issues the Hamilton Police Auxiliary officers uniforms
and they were trained in medical care, mass casualty
response, weapons handling, and police work. *

In 1996, the Hamilton Auxiliary Police unit had 14
officers. The auxiliary volunteered 1,886 hours to the
town. The average cost to the taxpayer was 80 ¢/hr.
Individual and department training, shooting, riding
with the full-time officers in the cruisers and ambu-
lance and directing traffic and crowd control at civic
functions were the year's activities. °> Hamilton's aux-
iliary force was disbanded in mid 1997. 8

Robert Poole, who joined the department as a re-
serve officer in 1955, became Hamilton's first detec-
tive in 1959. ° Initially, the position mainly did follow
up investigation of crimes. Now, the position works
with state and federal agencies handling the exami-
nation of current crime scenes and associated evi-
dence, and of ongoing, long-term investigations.

The Police Department v/did not have a full-time
clerk until 1980, when the town appointed Joan Fuller
to this duty. Previously, the chief kept written records
of the Department. ® Having a full-time clerk did not

last Ion%: in 1981, Fuller became a Reserve Police
Officer. *°® The department returned to having a part-
time clerk.

The 1997 Annual Report mentions a part-time
clerk/stenographer. * Later this became a part-time
secretary. The town hired the first full-time administra-
tive assistant, Myrna Doran, in 2002. *" She began as
a part-time employee in 1991. *°

The first women to be police officers were Mary
Frear and Fay Mathewson. Both were elected in
1921, one year after women won the right to vote. 2 In
2016, the department has two full-time female officers
(Sgt. Karen Wallace and Reserve Officer Gena
Bretellia.)

Since late 1970s, the department has had a Deer
Officer, who assists people when their car hits a deer
and arranges for the animal to be removed. Drivers
must notify the Massachusetts Environmental Police
within 24 hours of an accident involving a deer.

Many of Hamilton's police force have a family his-
tory of being members of the force. Examples of this
"blue blood" relationship, with regard to officers in
2016, are:

Kent Richards, who became a reserves officer in
1995 and a full-time officer in 2001 is the grandson of
Orman Richards, who was a part-time officer from
1954 to 1976; and,

Sgt. Steve (Trep) Trepanier, whose father, Clar-
ence (Nepo) Trepanier, became a part-time regular
officer in 1951, preceding his son who began as a
reserve officer in 1984. (Note: The nickname "Nepo"
comes officer Trepanier's middle name, Napoleon,
which also was his grandfather's first name.)

Robert W. Poole, who was the Chief from
1975 to 1996 and joined the department in
1954. His father, Alfred T. Poole, was the Chief
from 1916 to 1924 and joined the Department in
1901 as a constable.

Today, to become a police officer, the candi-
date has to be: a US citizen (or naturalized be-
fore time of appointment); 21 to 35 years old; a
non-smoker; physically fit; good medical and
psychological health; have no felony convic-
tions; official resident in the state; and have a
valid drivers license. °

For educational requirements, recruits must
have, at minimum, a US high school diploma or
GED equivalent. However, anyone with a col-
lege degree, such as an associate’s or a bache-
lor’'s degree, will be favorably considered. Addi-
tionally, for candidates who enter the force with
a high school diploma and would like to continue
their education, the state offers a unique pro-
gram. The Police Career Incentive Pay Program
(PCIPP) offers federal funds for police officers
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who want to earn a college degree. Alternatively,
the same program offers funds to current col-
lege students who d like to pursue a career as a
police officer. °

Established in 1976, the Hamilton Police Benevo-
lent Association cooperates with the town govern-
ment to create pay rates, work hours and other condi-
tions of employment for all full-time officers, inspec-
tors, sergeants and lieutenants of the Police Depart-
ment. The first two-year contract included a clause
assuring the Board of Selectmen the right to mana%e
the Police Department and also a no strike clause.

Hamilton Police Relief Association, formed in
1966, ¥ is a non-profit organization that manages a
pension fund for the spouse and children of retired
officers, who died from natural causes. The associa-
tion, which also assists officers and their families in
cases of prolonged illness and injuries, accepts taxa-
ble donations.

The Association, annually, on the Sunday prior to
Memorial Day, hosts a Police Memorial Service at the
Hamilton Cemetery. Department officers march to a
memorial monument that has engraved names
of deceased officers. In 1962, President John F.
Kennedy signed a proclamation that designated May
15 as Peace Officers Memorial Day and the week in
which that date falls as Police Week.

First chief in 1916

Not having the authority to select constables may be
the reason the selectmen did not appoint a chief.
However, the constables chose an acting chief. Then
in 1913, on the list of town officers, Joseph Merrill
was officially listed as "Chief of Police."

The 1916 by-laws established, "The selectmen
shall appoint a Chief of Police who shall serve during
their pleasure. He shall receive complaints against all
persons violating any law in the town, prosecute of-
fenders, and attend in behalf of the town the trial of
offenders. He shall enforce all orders, regulations and
by-laws of the town and shall obey and execute all
lawful orders and commands of the selectmen. He
shall keep a record of all offences committed and of
all prosecutions. The Chief of Police shall receive
such compensation as the selectmen determine. in
case the office becomes vacant the selectmen shall
appoint a successor. 2

There have been only 7 Hamilton police chiefs.
Edward H. Frederick was the chief for 35 years. He
was a member of the force for 48 years.

MGL Chap.41, Sec. 97A, enacted in 1930, gives a
strong chief authority to establish policies without first
consulting the board of selectmen and allows the
chief to assign officers to duties. Hamilton Selectmen,
in ¥1987, appointed Robert W Poole to be the
town's flrst 'strong police chief.

Hamilton Police Chiefs

Name Years

Russell M. Stevens 2009-current
Walter D. Cullen 1996-2007
Robert W. Poole 1975-1996
Edward H. Frederick 1940-1975
Arthur Southwick 1924-1940
Alfred T. Poole 1916-1924
Joseph Merrill 1903-1916

In 2009, Hamilton had its first police chief, who had
not been a previous member of the force. The se-
lectmen chose Lt. Russell Stevens, a 12-year veteran
of the Connecticut State Police, to replace former
chief Walter D. Cullen. *

In v1985, the town established the position
of a lieutenant to be in command of the Police
Department, in the absence of the Police Chief.
The department's first lieutenant, George Rioux, was
appointed in 1986. *' He joined the department in
1968 % and retired in 1992. °' Robert A. Nyland be-
came the next lieutenant and following his retirement
Scott Janes, in 2009, became a lieutenant. He joined
the force in 1984, became a full-time officer in 1994
and became a sergeant in 2000.

Uniforms began 1907

In the beginning, the town's law enforcement officers,
watchmen and constables, had very little to distin-
guish them from the ordinary public. The watchmen
only carried, as required by regulations, a 3-ft. staff.
Constables had a badge and a short nightstick (aka
billy club).

In 1907, Hamllton approved having a uniformed
police officer. ' The first uniformed officer was |n
1908. There were 5 constables and a police officer. "
By 1914, there were 5 uniformed officers. The town
issued them police coats, custodian helmets, badges,
billeys, handcuffs and flashlights. The department
had a record book, roll-top desk, a rope, hammer,
and brush. The town owned all the uniforms and
equipment. 1915 was the Iast mention to helmets, in
the town's annual reports

With the turnover of police officers, different size
coats and helmets were reqwred In 1921, Hamilton
began renting its police unlforms However, in 1930,
it returned to purchasing them. 2

By 1941, the town was buying uniforms and sup-
plies for auxiliary fire and police departments, air-raid
wardens, and first aid rescue squads Voters ap-
proved $1,800 for these purchases. °
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Hamilton
Police Officer,
2016

Service cap with badge
b Complete uniform
Badge

Special shoes
Protective vest

Duty belt with:
Extendable nightstick
Two-way radio

§| Flashlight

Handcuffs

Automatic pistol
Extra ammo clips
Pepper spray

Badges, left to right, 187?7-19??, 197?-2012, current.
Photo, Hamilton Police Dept., 2016

Duty belt holds handcuffs, extra magazines, an extend-
able baton, pepper spray, flashlight, weapon and com-
pact radio, Photo, J. Hauck 2016.
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Hamilton
Police Officer,
1913

Service helmet

; 4 Jacket
2% Badge

Nightstick

¥ Flashlight

Whistle

Hamilton Police Uniforms

and patches greatly changed ...
but badge back to
original design.

Armored vests became part of the uniform for Hamilton
police officers in the early 1970s. Photo, J. Hauck, 2016
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Sixteen years later, 1957, Hamilton voters ac-
cepted MGL Ch. 40, Sec. 6B authorizing the pay-
ment of uniforms purchased by police officers and
firemen. *? The Act was passed in 1947.

In 2016, full-time officers receive $800 a year for
clothing allowance and $600 for clothes cleaning.
Initially, they receive $1,200 to buy clothing. 8

Officer uniforms have greatly changed since the
early 1900s. For many years, officers wore the same
blue, thick-wool, thigh-length coat the entire year.
Officers now have summer and winter shirts, pants,
jackets and coats; rain and snow gear; special
shoes; dress caps; duty belts and straps; base-layer
options, including moisture-wicking fabrics that let
the skin breathe underneath body armor, as well as
more insulating options to help keep officer warm in
cold weather; safety vests; and armored vests.

Police jackets and shirts first had shoulder patch-
es in v1965. The first seal had the Massachusetts
state seal that had a banner with the Latin motto,
"Ense petit placidam sub Libertate quietem" (By the
sword we seek peace, but peace only under liberty.)

The next two patches featured the town's connec-
tion to "4 star" General George S. Patton and to
horses. The next patch, introduced in «1990, had
the town seal that has a profile of Alexander Hamil-
ton, for whom the town was named, the date when
the town was established and the name "Alex. Ham-
ilton." In 1992, the patch was slightly changed when
voters changed the name on the seal from "Alex." to
"Alexander." *’

The wearing of armored vests, by Hamilton police,
began in the early 1970s. They wore a quilted nylon
vest that had pockets in which there were steel
plates. Called the Barrier Vest, it was sold by Smith
& Wesson. %

A part of an officer's uniform that has not changed
often is the badge: there have been only 3 designs.
In 2012, Police Chief Stevens changed badge design
that is worn above the left pocket of the shirt or jack-
et. The current design is very similar to the original
badge of 1907. The change was made when the de-
partment was fully accredited by the Massachusetts
Police Accreditation Commission. '

No pistols until 1920s

Hamilton officers have been carrying firearms, while
on duty, since the 1920s. At first, there were no re-
quirements nor training for carrying a firearm. °°
Now, an officer has to qualify with standards set by
the Massachusetts Police Training Council and hold
a valid Class “A” unrestricted License to Carry Fire-
arms.

Until 19?7, the officers purchased their weapons,
at their expense. The town began paying for the
weapons, leaving the choice of the firearm to each

officer. ™ Most bought an 8-round, .22-caliber Iver
Johnson revolver. However, officer Clarence Trepa-
nier carried lightweight, low recoil .32 semi-automatic
.32 Browning pistol; * and Chief Edward Frederick
carried a 6-round, .38-cal., snub-nose, Colt Police
Positive. '

Standardization of the police revolver began in
1960, when the department required each, member
of the patrol force to be armed, when on duty, with a
.38-caliber revolver. This was the required revolver
until 1990. That year, the department switched from
revolvers to automatics, specifically the semi-
automatic, 12-round, .40-caliber Beretta M96. '

In 2010, officers were issued a 15-round, .40-cal.
Glock pistol, model 22. The department bought all
the weapons with funds from the sale, to a Massa-
chusetts dealer, of a large number of weapons con-
fiscated by the department during previous years. *°

Also in 2010, the department removed all auto-
matic weapons from its armory. The fully automatic
Colt AR 15 rifles (6) were replaced with .223-cal.
Remington magazine-fed rifles (6). "

In addition to the holstered Glock pistol, Hamilton
officers carry, on their leather duty belts, handcuffs,
extra magazines, an extendable baton, pepper
spray, flashlight, and compact radio.

Having a radio on their duty belt allows officers to
once again patrol on foot. In 2010, the Hamilton po-
lice reinstituted walking patrols. While on active duty
in cruisers, all officers are required to leave the vehi-
cles and walk the downtown business area for an
hour, thereby showing a police presence and becom-
ing more engaged with the community.

First cruiser in 1947

For many years, Hamilton's population was largely in
an area called the "town center," an area from Bridge
Street to just beyond the meetinghouse at the corner
of Farms Road (now Cutler Road) and Main Street
(now Bay Road). Constables walked the area.

When train service came to Hamilton, in 1862, the
area surrounding the depot quickly became very
populated. For many years, constable and police pa-
trol was done on foot. Then, beginning in the 1930s,
officers began using their own cars to respond to
calls for assistance outside the depot area.

Town records for the 1800s and early 1900s men-
tion the Police Department hiring a horse and car-
riage from Arthur C. Cummings and before from
Elmer E. Clark " Reasons were for transporting pris-
oners to Essex and going to outer parts of the town.

In the 1940s, Chief Edward H. Frederick used his
personal car as a police cruiser. It was unmarked
and had no flashinsg lights, but had a siren mounted
on a front fender. ®° Use of the siren was important in
transporting injured people to a doctor or hospital.
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Following WW2, the Chief Frederick asked voters
to approve the department's purchase of a police
car. The selectmen, in 1947, bought a car and had it
converted for both cruiser and ambulance work.

The first cruiser/ambulance lasted until 1952. It
was replaced by a Ford Ranch Wagon, purchased
from the Ipswich Motor Co. * From then on, about
every 2 years, the department purchased a replace-
ment. However, in 1972, the department bought an
Olds Vista Police Cruiser. The slightly raised rear
section of the car provided easier access when plac-
ing a person on a stretcher in the vehicle. ®

In 1977, it became mandatory for the town to
have trained Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT).
Further, the town no longer could use its ambulance-
cruiser. Under the Safe Streets Act for matching
funds, the town bought a completely equipped and
approved ambulance. Full-time officers and one re-
serve officer were EMT-certified. *° In 1988, the Fire
Department formed an Emergency Medlcal Service
group, to assist the Police Department.

Also in 1977, the General Electric Company Good
Neighbor fund donated money for the purchase of a
two-way radio for the ambulance. The radio allowed
direct communication between the ambulance and
the hospital. *°

There was no charge for ambulance service from
when it began in 1952, until 1990, when the Police
Department started billing for the service. The police
chief said, at the time, that these funds would cover
all ambulance costs, including training, maintenance,
insurance and the 9purchase of a new ambulance
every 6 to 8 years. °

The department purchased its last new ambu-
lance in 2007. *° The following year, 2008, the State
revoked Hamilton's license to operate an ambulance.
During the final year, the department responded to
nearly 300 calls for patient transport Lyons Ambu-
lance Service, in 2009, began providing ambulance
services. The town switched to Beauport Ambulance
Service in 2013. °

An ambulance is not the only special vehicle re-
quired to provide police service in Hamilton. In addi-
tion to the 56 miles of accepted public streets, the
town also has an extensive network of riding and
walking trails. ° In order to provide police service to
the areas only accessible by the trails, the depart-
ment, in 2000, purchased a Polaris off-road vehicle,
specially equipped for transport of injured people. It
was purchased with State funds, obtained through a
special grant.

In the mid 1970s, to patrol the downtown business
area, when weather permitted, police officers rode a
bicycle.  The Department continues to have a bicy-
cle, but uses it only occasionally.

The Police Department, in 2016, has 6 cruisers.
Every day, there are two patrols of the town's streets,
with 2 or 3 cruisers on patrol at the same time. Each
patrol covers 40 to 60 miles, depending on officer
activity. GeneraIIy, the Department replaces the
cruisers when they reach about 120,000 miles, or,
about every 3 years. When cars are kept beyond
120,000 miles, maintenance costs become high. °

One of the 6 cruisers is unmarked as a police ve-
hicle. In 1969, the town amended its by-laws adding
a provision permitting the Police Department to have
an unmarked car.

A year Iater v 1970, radar equipment first came
to Hamilton. *¢?? Police officers placed the unit on the
front hood of their vehicle, parked alongside a road.
In 1970, officers |ssued 151 speeding tickets, com-
pared to 124 in 1969. “° For most streets, the speed
limit was 25 mph.

In 1992, a Hamilton police cruiser was equipped
with a mobile speed-monitoring, radar system. In
1991, Hamilton turned in the hand-held radar guns,
believing the units mlght pose a health risk from the
microwave exposure. °' Most of the cruisers, 4, have
moving radar. The Department first used the mobile
speed-monitoring units in 1982.

None of the cruisers have a global positioning unit
or an automatic number plate recognition unit. Three
of the town's cruisers have mobile computers to as-
sist officers in gathering and recording information.

While nationally video cameras on cruisers are
receiving considerable attention, these systems are
not used in Hamilton. The Massachusetts's "two-
party consent" law makes it a crime to record a con-
versation or event without pre-notifying the people
being recorded (MGL Ch. 272, par. 99).

The Hamilton police, in addition to patrolling the
town's roads, also are responsible for ensuring the
safety of the town's portion of Chebacco Lake.

In 1884, Massachusetts enacted a law allowing
selectmen, in a town where there is a harbor, to ap-
point a harbormaster and an assistant harbormaster,
with the harbormasters report to the Chief of Pollce
The first Harbormaster was Bowden Russell. *° He
was given the principle duty of apprehending jet skis
running at excessive speeds.

Hamilton's Harbormaster is responsible for the
town's portion of Chebacco Lake. The town, howev-
er, has never owned a boat. For assistance, the
Harbormaster calls the Essex Harbormaster and the
Massachusetts Environmental Police that may be on
the lake. The Massachusetts Environmental Police is
the former Department of Fisheries, Wildlife, and En-
vironmental Law Enforcement.

Treasures of Hamilton History: Police Department
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All-terrain vehicle allows police officers to access areas of
town where there are only dirt trails. Photo, J. Hauck, 2016.

Ambulance service, provided by Beauport, assists police and
fire departments in emergency medical calls.
Photo, Jack Hauck, 2016

Cruisers, 2, on duty all day, every day patrol Hamilton's 56
miles of roads.

Photo, J. Hauck, 2016.

21 T

Computer communications allow officers to access in-

formation concerning incidents they investigate.
Photo, J. Hauck, 2016

Treasures of Hamilton History: Police Department

Hamilton Police
Department
Vehicles, 2016,

Cruisers, 6
All-terrain vehicle

Ambulance

Moving radar monitors speéd of cars appr(;ach—

ing cruiser from both front and rear. Photo, J.
Hauck, 2016.
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Since v1989, the police chief has been the Har-
bormaster. This began as a result of changes made
by the State regarding regulations (MGL Ch. 91, the
waterways licensing program) pertaining to "great
ponds." "° In 2016, the Department's 3 sergeants
serve as assistant harbormasters.

Major communications advancements

Before there were telephones, those looking for an
officer went to the station or to a place where the of-
ficer worked. People often contacted Police Chief
Edward Frederick, at his job on the estate of Con-
stance Williams.

The 1941 Annual Town Report has the first men-
tion of the police station having a telephone. A phone
was placed in the police office next to Conway's drug
store. The Report said it was "now possible to reach
the officer by telephone, without having to depend
upon the private telephones of the business places
around the square.

Before 1960, telephone operators, at the tele-
phone center on Railroad Avenue, handled all emer-
gency and non-emergency police and fire assistance
calls. When a resident called for a33|stance the op-
erator would call a police officer at home. '

If the call came during times while an officer was
"on-duty," on the corner of Railroad Avenue and
Main Street. the operator would ring a buzzer, which
sounded at the train depot. There was also a light
that hung over the intersection of Bay Road and Rail-
road Avenue, which was activated. The officer
would call, using the nearest phone, or walk to the
telephone office to get the information. *

If an officer were not at the corner, the telephone
operator would call the Beverly police station. The
Beverly radio dispatcher would radio "car 45 " the
number designated for the Hamilton cruiser.

In 1953, Hamilton police received portable radios.
Charles Gagnon, a State-qualified radio expert, su-
pervised the installation of the first two-way radio in a
Hamilton cruiser. It was tuned, until 1959, to the
Beverly Police Department frequency. 2

The officer on street duty also had a portable ra-
dio. The size of a cereal box, and weighing about 2
pounds, the radio hung on a shoulder strap. It could
only receive messages. ®* The current two-way,
lightweight radios, which were first acquired |n 2005
replaced the portable radios acquired in 1995. °

In 1960, upon the arrival of a dial tone to the
Hamilton and Wenham area, the town officials knew
that the Railroad Avenue telephone office would be
closing. This presented the problem of who would
answer the police and fire calls. Robert "Bob' Porter,
a Wenham resident and New England Telephone
executive, became an integral part of the solution.
He gave technical advice, when the two towns de-

cided to set up an emergency communications cen-
ter staffed by civilians.

At that time, the ECC was operated under a re-
gional agreement between the towns of Hamilton
and Wenham. The ECC was a separate department,
with its own department head, known as the Chief
Dispatcher. 3 The first department head was Police
Chief Walter D. Cullen. °

The Hamilton Police and Fire Chiefs and the
Wenham Police and Fire Chiefs, as well as the two
DPW directors, worked closely with the ECC's Chief
Dispatcher. Thus, each department participated in
the day-to-day operations of the center. The towns
were years ahead of their time in this decision. *

The first people hired to staff the emergency cen-
ter were the same telephone operators who had
been employed by the telephone company and were
already familiar with the communications between
the police and fire departments.  The ECC office
was on the second floor of the 'newly' built Hamilton
Police and Fire Station. The small room was soon
expanded from its initial floor space. 3

In 1978, the Emergency Center moved to the for-
mer kitchen. Up- to date equipment was installed in
the larger room. *> While sufficient for handling local
communications, the Emergency Center lacked the
equipment to interact with other towns when emer-
gencies required more resources than those availa-
ble to Hamilton and Wenham.

In the early 1970's, a series of large-scale inci-
dents occurred in area cities that highlighted the ina-
bility of police officers from many responding agen-
cies from communicating with one another on scene.
It was this lack of interoperability that prompted the
need for one radio system that could be utilized by
all Boston-area law enforcement agencies. As a re-
sult, the Boston Area Police Emergency Radio Net-
work (BAPERN) was conceived and implemented. °

The inability to exchange information was felt in
Hamilton and Wenham during an incident involving
multiple North Shore communities and agencies. As
a result, Hamilton Police Chief Walter Cullen and
Wenham Police Chief Peter Carnes requested fund-
ing to purchase a system that would add the BA-
PERN frequencies. *

In 1994, Hamilton and Wenham joined BAPERN.
Other towns covered by the BAPERN are: Beverly,
Danvers, Salem, Peabody, Middleton, Manchester,
Ipswich. Gloucester, Rockport, and Essex.

The Hamilton communications center became a
control point for the North District of BAPERN. Dur-
ing this update, new consoles and radios were pur-
chased for the Emergency Center. Approximately
during the same time, Massachusetts State 9-1-1
installed "Enhanced 9-1-1" which gave a read-out of
the location of the call. This included the address
and phone number of the call's origin. *

Treasures of Hamilton History: Police Department
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2000 was the first full year of operation, at the
ECC, for a computer aided dispatch system. The
CAD integrates the response of the separate public
safety services (police, fire and EMS) into a central-
ized dispatch and database control system. *® To-
day's ECC monitoring system has 8 radio frequen-
cies viewable on a single computer monitor, which
shows the name and address of the caller or alarm.

In 2007, the new and current Hamilton Public
Safety Building was erected. A majority of existing
equipment was moved from the old Police and Fire
Station into the new Emergency Communications
room. *°°

During the transition, State 9-1-1 did a complete
upgrade to the 9-1-1 system; adding a full computer
based phone system including mapping, cell phone
information and several other features. A State 9-1-1
grant in 2008-2009 let the Hamilton Police Depart-
ment replace the radios that were purchased in
1994. A second grant in 2009-2010 allowed for the
replacement of the old antennas. At the completion
of that project the Communications Center is outfit-
ted with state of the art and up to date (if not ahead
its time) equipment. °

In July 2013, the Wenham rescinded from the
agreement between Hamilton and Wenham to oper-
ate as a two-town regional Communications Center.
Wenham opted to join the Essex County Regional
Dispatch Center, operating under the Direction of the
Essex County Sheriff's Department, on the site of the
Essex County House of Corrections in Middleton. *

Currently (2016), the Hamilton Police Chief directs
the Hamilton Communications Center; however it
remains a separate department. 3

For communications, an officer now (2016) on pa-
trol has the cruiser radio, a duty-belt portable radio
and a cell-phone. ® Having both the cruiser and du-
ty-belt radios allows the officer to be in contact with
the ECC at all times; the cell phone provides s not

Ensuring a safe environment

The basic duty of the police ... upholding a safe envi-
ronment for the residents of Hamilton ... has not
changed since a constable was first appointed.
However, the challenges to providing such protection
have greatly increased and expanded. As times
change, laws also change, new laws are passed,
and previous laws cancelled.

Hamilton’s police, in 1907, began the Depart-
ment's first arrest book. It is a large, 6-column ledger;
however, it has only a few pages, for it was aban-
doned a few years later. It lists names, dates, and
various offences like fights, vagrancies, wife beat-
ings, gambling, and drunkenness. 2

It was not until 1914 that the Annual Town Report
provided information about crimes in Hamilton. Po-

lice Chief Joseph Merrill issued the first full report of
the Police Department. His report covered Apr. 28 to
Dec. 31, 1913. " There were 29 arrests; all adults; 13
nonresidents; 19 people were brought to the police
station and 14 were for drunkenness. ?° The Depart-
ment investigated 107 complaints.

Police Department reports for the decades follow-
ing show how the duties of the town's officers have
evolved and the number of incidents increased.

During the 1950s, total arrests each year ranged
from a low of 32 in 1950 * to a high of 53 in 1956. "
The number of incidents in 1950 was just over 300
and in 1956 the number was 100% higher. The pre-
vious year, 1955, the Department handled more than
600 incidents. *'

Comparison of Crimes

Treasures of Hamilton History: Police Department

Incidents 2015 1915 |
Animal calls 350 2
Capias 0 2
Crimes against persons 19 2
Crimes against property 93 5
Crimes against society 81 12
Defective sidewalks 0 1
Drunkenness 0 1
Evading carfare 0 2
Itinerant persons 0 17
ordered to leave town
Lewdness 0 1
Liquor seizures 0 1
Lost children restored 0 2
Medical calls 408 0
Motor vehicle 80 0
accidents investigated
Motor vehicle arrests 44 0
Motor vehicle 311 0
citations warnings
Motor vehicle 110 0
criminal complaints
Motor vehicle 42 0
parking tickets
Motor vehicle stops 1,003 0
Operating motor vehicle 7 0
under Influence
Liquor law violation 0 1
Total arrests 149 30
Total service calls 22,404 75
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Leroy Dodge, Alfred Poole, Oscar Wood. Photo, Hamilton Historical Society.

1913 officers, ft to right, li l, arles Smith, Chief Joseph Merrill, l
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2016 officers, on parade, annual Police Memorial Day, at Hamilton Cemetery.
Photo, Hamilton-Wenham Chronicle, 2016
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Names of former officers who have died
are on back of the Hamilton Police Me-
morial. Photo, J. Hauck, 2016
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In 1970, Hamilton's burgeoning population was
very evident in the crimes reported by the Police De-
partment. There were 270 arrests; 151 speeding
tickets, 224 summons served, and 24 crime classifi-
cations. *® The population in 1970 was about 6,400:
130% above the town's 1950 population.

Up to 1976, the annual Police Department report,
for the most part, had lists of the various incidents
handled by the officers. From then on, a different
format began which provides an analysis and over-
view of the Department's activities. One such over-
view, in 1982, concerned the number of persons
(127) assisted who locked themselves out of cars.
People were Iocklng their vehicles to help prevent
their being stolen. ’

The 1990s saw several new crime statistics.
There were, in 1991, 43 operating under the influ-
ence (drugs and alcohol) C|tat|ons 81 reported van-
dalisms; and 79 juvenile incidents. °

The "cold facts and figures" are still gathered, but
they are only available at the police station.

At the start of the 21 century, the Police Depart-
ment responded to more than 145 categories of ser-
vice calls. There were 209 arrests and 1,113 motor
vehicles citations. %

In 2007, the Police Department logged 17,840 in-
teractions with the public. There were 12,674 calls
for service, including alarms, ambulance runs, ani-
mal calls, disturbance calls, fire incidents, motor Ve-
hicle related incidents, crimes against property, ser-
vices rendered, arrests, and summonses.

With so many types of crimes, today's police of-
ficer must keep aware of changes in laws. To ad-
dress this challenge, chief Walter D. Cullen, in 1990,
reorganized the Department to have officers respon-
sible for specific areas, including traffic and safety,
juvenile, medical and evidence. He also established
a 3-man investigative unit, consisting of the prosecu-
tor, drug investigator and crime scene technician.
This unit was responsible for the follow-up investiga-
tion of all criminal activity. All of these duties were in
addltlon to the officers' main performance as patrol-
men.

?? what now

Eviction

Such large numbers of crime classifications is a long
way from when Hamilton constables were on duty in
the late 1700s. At the top of their small list of crimes
was illegal residence in the town. In 1794, the offic-
ers were charged with issuing 'warning out' orders.
Such eviction by fiat cleansed the community of so-
cial and economic liabilities, and undesirables of all
types, and was used throughout New England.

Hamilton's warning-out warrants contain few clues
as to why they were issued. They are dated Jan. 6

and Feb. 19 of 1794, from which dates those warned
-- dozens of them -- had two weeks to pack and go.
The Jan. 6 warning instructs constables to put "all
persons not citizens" on notice that they were to "de-
part" the town. The Feb. 19 order simply applies the
order to warn to a list of persons who, like those |n
the first, are identified by non-Hamilton addresses. ?

Resisting the warnings would have meant facing
Hamilton first constables, Charles Tuttle and Colonel
Robert Dodge. Little is known of Tuttle. Colonel
Dodge, at the age of 50 in 1794, had a record of
fighting the revolution with distinction and another 30
years of life before him, including as a state senator.

Hamilton found one of its own on the receiving
end of a warning out in 1808, when town meeting
resolved to "procure a man to go to Damariscotta
[Maine] to see if Thomas Lamson was warned out."
Whatever the circumstances were that brought the
town to that decision remains a story yet to be retold;
perhaps Lamson was simply not a bona fide resident
of Damariscotta. ? (Jonathan Lamson was a member
of the original board of selectmen, and the Lamson
family has served Hamilton in a variety of capacities
throughout its history.)

Tramps would often visit homes and ask for food
and work. By 1900, they were a major concern, in
Hamilton, A night watchman, at the train depot, wait-
ed "with dog and shotgun" to warn away tramps rid-
ing the rails. 2

In 1904, George T. Litchfield became Hamilton's
first de3|gnated Tramp Officer; he also was Keeper
of the Lockup. > " He issued 205 tramp permits, in
1904. Of these, 82 went to tramps "born in the Unit-
ed States," and 123 went to tramps from "foreign
countries."

In 1920, the pollce officers ordered 24 itinerant
people to leave town. °® The last time this action was
reported was 1926: 22 were ordered to leave. *’

Hamilton Police Chief Arthur Southwick, in 1923,
categorized the out-of-town itinerants into tramps
and gypsies: of those arrested, 72 were gypsies and
8 were tramps. In subsequent years, as the number
of out-of-towners grew, police dlfferentlated between
tramps, gypsies, and vagrants.

Non-resident arrests, in 1930, were 35, compared
to 14 resident arrests. This level of arrests, i.e., 30-
50, remained in the '50s, 60s and 70s.

Alcohol

Before prohibition (7920), Hamilton often flip-flopped
on the issue. One year, voters wanted alcohol to be
legal; another year, illegal; and then legal again. Of-
ten, the votes were by very close margins.

In pre-prohibition dry years, Hamilton constables
were assisted in keeping the law by 'liquor committee
specials', 'liquor spotters,’ and the "Law and Order
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League." Wet years simply meant one less law to
enforce. In dry years, drinking went underground. 2

The first mention of drunk driving was in 1928: 2
arrests. "> Nationally, prohibition ended in 1931:
Hamilton police made 4 arrests for driving under the
influence of liquor. "> When Hamilton repealed prohi-
bition, in 1933, the police again made only 4 arrests
for driving under the influence of liquor and drunk. %

In 1936, three years after the repeal of Prohibi-
tion, a statewide election showed Hamilton wanted to
legalize alcohol, but with restrictions. It approved pri-
vate consumption only; public drinking places were
prohibited. Furthermore, it legalized wine and malt
beverages only. The vote broke down as: 550 to 398
against legalizing the sale of all alcoholic beverages,
with 225 blanks; 480 to 449 in favor of legalizing the
sale of wine and malt beverages only, with 244
blanks; and 484 to 455 in favor of package stores (in
favor of selling but not serving), with 234 blanks. *

There was a spike in drunk driving arrests, 78, in
1982. "' A 2005 Massachusetts State law (MGL, Part
1, Title X1V, Ch. 90, Sec. 24) forcibly increased the
penalty for drunk driving: First offense: up to 30
months in jail, $500-5,000 fine, and 1-year license
suspension. Since then, DUIs for alcohol have signif-
icantly decreased. ®

In 1973, the Department purchased a breathalyz-
er machine, using a $1,000 grant through the Mas-
sachusetts Safe Street Act. Previously, officers took
possible offenders for testing to Beverly and Dan-
vers. *® In 1988, the Department replaced this unit
and, in 2000, the Massachusetts Highway Safety Bu-
reau provided funds for the Drivin% While Intoxicated
Patrol to buy a new breathalyzer.

Murder

In reading the Hamilton Annual Reports for the
1800s, one might think there were no murders in the
town. But, there were murders. Austin Brown, a
Hamilton farmer and selectman, wrote in his diary of
bodies found in Hamilton’s woodlots, swamps,
ponds, and the Miles River meadow. These often
were of out-of-towners. 2

The first mention of a murder is in the 1908 Annu-
al Report. However, the reference was to a man,
Charles L. Tucker, who was not a town resident, for
the murder of Mabel Page, also not a town resident ,
committed in Weston. '

Two bodies were found in 1921, according to
Hamilton police records. ? The annual report does
not mention this murder.

A human skull was found, in April 1990, near
Chebacco Road. The Hamilton police investigated
the crime, in conjunction with other local, state and
federal authorities. More bones and an emerald
broach were found. A forensic specialist identified

the remains as those of a woman; the broach was
identified as belonging to Joan Webster, of New Jer-
sey, a 25-year old Harvard graduate student. She
was last seen at Logan Airport in 1981. Her murder
remains unsolved. *°

The last reported murder in Hamilton was in 2005.
A daughter, age 43, killed her 82-year mother, at
their home on School Street. She was sentenced to
life in prison. ’

Since its beginning, Hamilton has not had a
police officer killed, while on duty.

By-ways

Ensuring the safety of people traveling on sidewalks
and roadways has long been a duty of the police. In
1903, the town bylaws stated "no person shall suffer
his building to shed water upon any street or side-
walk in the town, to the injury or inconvenience of
passengers. No person, being the owner, keeper, or
having the custody of any horse, cow or other ani-
mal, shall permit or suffer the same to pasture, with
or without a keeper, upon any street, sidewalk or any
public ground in the town, or go at large therein, nor
suffer such horse, cow or other animal to go, be or to
remain upon any sidewalk in the town." '

Speed was first addressed in 1903, when a Ham-
ilton by-law prohibited any horse, whether pulling a
carriage or not, from speed exceeding 10 mph. The
speed limit also applied to bicycles, tricycles, and
"carriages propelled by hand." '®

In 1924, Hamilton selectmen first recommended
that "some type of flashing beacon be located at
dangerous street corners," which included the corner
of Railroad Avenue and Lois Street, and three cor-
ners on Highland Street. %

In 1926, voters approved an article, requested by
Chief Arthur Southwick, that added new street traffic
regulations: no driving to the left of a white line or a
traffic signal; no back-ups to the curb or sidewalk,
except when loading or unloading; no street parking
unless 'near' to a curb or sidewalk; no standing with
the left side of a vehicle to a curb or sidewalk; no
stopping or standing within 20 ft. of a public corner;
and no stopping and obstructing the road unless
forced to by an accident. %’

By 1930, motor vehicle accidents were a major
problem: 49 were reported. By the 1960s, this type of
incident was in the high 70s. By 1990, the number
reached 145, a number also reported in 2000. *°

In 1974 the town surveyed its high-traffic streets
in order to place speed signs on them, *° as required
by a new state law, MGL Ch. 90, sec. 18, Establish-
ing posted limits. During 1979, several streets were
legally posted with speed signs.

Treasures of Hamilton History: Police Department

Pg. 16



Bastardy

As late as 1933, Hamilton's police made an arrest
based upon a colonial common law for bastardy,
when a woman charged a man to be father of her
illegitimate child. 3 The first reported case, in Hamil-
ton, was in 1918. %

Disorderly house

In 1926, officers made 14 arrests for "Gaming on the
Lord's Day," MGL Ch 136, Sec. 18. This was, by far,
the most arrests for any offense. 27 Also in 1926, an
officer made an arrest for "Keeping a disorderly
house," MGL Ch. 272, Sec. 53a. % Those arrested
were charged with maintaining a house that "perpet-
uated crimes against common decency, such as
prostitution and illegal gambling " ?’

Desertion

An unusual arrest made in 1946 was of a man, who
had deserted from the navy. It was unusual in that
WW2 was over and there hadn't been any desertion
arrests during the war. This was the second arrest
for desertion: the first was in 1928.

The police, however, have made arrests of mili-
tary personnel for being AWOL (away without leave):
the most recent being in 1973. National "be on the
lookout" (BOLO) communications alert the Depart-
ment about AWOLSs.

Drugs

The first reference to drugs in Hamilton's Annual Re-
ports was in 1960. The school's Director of Pupil
Personnel Service mentioned "Television's increas-
ing influences in the widespread use of alcohol and
drugs." **

Three years later, 1963, the Police Department
report first lists the crime of "Eossession of harmful
drugs:" there were 2 arrests. > In 2013, Hamilton's
police issued 26 marijuana citations. ®' Just 2 years
later, there were only 3 marijuana citations.

Robbery

Handling crimes against property always have been
a large duty for the town's officers. These crimes in-
clude home, vehicle and business robberies.

Protecting businesses in the Railroad Avenue dis-
trict was a nightly duty for the Police Department. A
patrolman, carrying a watchman's clock, checked
every door for being locked. The following morning,
the police chief checked the clock's report strip to
verify the night's patrol.

A first for Hamilton was the 19?7 bank robbery.
During the night, robbers entered through hole in
roof of the ?? Beverly National Bank on Railroad Av-
enue. However, once inside they were unable to
open the safe and fled. 8 ever caught ?? in 1986,
BNB built the bank .

Two years later, in February 1990, armed robbers
took money from the Salem Five Cents Savings
Bank on Bay Road. The thief, who stole $12,000, left
his wallet with his license on the bank counter. He
was subsequently arrested by New Jersey State Po-
lice in Ocean City, NJ, on information entered into
Law Enforcement Agency Processing System/ Na-
tional Crime Intervention Center (LEAPS/NCIC)
computer. ¢

Noise

Massachusetts has long had a common-law against
"keeping a disorderly house." The crime is often
brought against a homeowner or tenant due to a loud
or disruptive party or gathering.

At the 1827 town meeting record; it was decided,
by open vote, to return to Robert Annabel, Jr., a fine
he had paid for "keeping a disorderly house." 2

Until 1999, Hamilton did not establish the level at
which noise becomes "loud." ' The first noise by-
Law came about after many citizens requested
something be done to control noise generated by
businesses within the town. ? In 2015, voters ap-
proved an amendment to the noise bylaw. ®® The
change codified at what distance a sound must be
heard for an infraction to have occurred, grants an
officer the ability to issue a citation or verbal warning.

Kidnapping
Hamilton had its first reported kidnapping in Novem-
ber 2015. A former babysitter took a 2-yr. old girl
from her Lincoln Avenue home. The child later was

found sitting on a street in Rowle)é. The 21-yr. old
abductor was arrested in Topsfield.

Assault

The first recorded assault in Hamilton appears in the
1811 town meeting record: on May 16. Stephen
Brown, Jr. assaulted Nicholas Woodbury, a town
fence viewer. There now are new categories of as-
sault. The abuse prevention law (MGL. CH. 209A),
created in 1990, provides protection against people
with whom a person has specific close relationships.
The harassment prevention law (MGL Ch.), created
in 2010, does not require any special relationship
with the other person. All officers receive compre-
hensive domestic abuse retraining to prepare them
for handling these very sensitive issues.

In Hamilton, such crimes are reported as "crimes
against persons." In 1992, 35 incidents invoIving
domestic disturbance: *? there were 67 in 1993.
Domestic abuse call always results in an arrest.
When a child is involved, child services is called in. 8

The major criminal caseload (30%) continues to
be crime against property and individuals, which in-
cludes larceny, vandalism, and assaults. Traffic re-
lated enforcement issues and motor vehicle crash
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investigation similarly accounts for about 30% of the
activity. The remaining 40% of the incidents are for
alarm responses, ambulance runs, animal calls,
general assistance, transports and family disturb-
ances and many other public service activities.

Assistance for major incidents

Though armed with only a club and often alone,
when a constable saw a crime, Massachusetts law
let him deputize by-standers (posse comitatus), who
were to take orders without question, including, when
necessary, chasing a suspect. > However, there are
no records of such events occurring in the town.

Now, the Chief can call for emergency assistance
from the State Police when incidents requirie police
attention beyond what the Hamilton Police Depart-
ment can provide.

In addition to the State Police, the Department
can, during times of disasters and major emergen-
cies, call upon an agency created during the presi-
dency of John F. Kennedy. He began a program for
every state to have a secure facility (bunker) built to
ensure continuity of state government following a
nuclear attack. This became the Massachusetts Civil
Defense Agency. In 1991, the MCDA became the
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Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency
(MEMA). Headquartered in in Framingham, MEMA
coordinates Federal, State, local, and private re-
sources throughout Massachusetts.

Also available to the Hamilton Police Department
is the Northeastern Massachusetts Law Enforcement
Council. NEMLEC provides 28 southeastern Mass.
law enforcement agencies with small-specialized
units. The units include a SWAT team, K9 handlers,
search and rescue experts, negotiators and emer-
gency medics. As part of NEMLEC, which Hamilton
joined in 1977, the Police Department commits re-
sources to assist other members.

The Hamilton Police Department works closely
with NEMLEC in its STARS program (School Threat
Assessment and Response System). '° The pro-
gram works to enhance school safety and security.

The issue of school safety was addressed in
1999, when the Police Department created a School
Safety Officer. Responsible for coordinating a num-
ber of tasks, the officer partners with school adminis-
trators and staff, parents and the children to ensure
that students feel comfortable and safe.
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