
Radium Girls by Kate Moore 
Tuesday, April 21 @ 11:30 

As World War I raged across the globe, hundreds of young 
women toiled away at the radium-dial factories, where they 
painted clock faces with a mysterious new substance called 
radium. Assured that the luminous material was safe, the 
women themselves shone brightly in the dark, covered from 
head to toe with dust. With such a coveted job, these 
"shining girls" were considered the luckiest alive--until they 
began to fall mysteriously ill. As the fatal poison of the     
radium took hold, they found themselves embroiled in one 
of America's biggest scandals and a groundbreaking battle for workers' rights. 
The Radium Girls explores the strength of extraordinary women in the face of 

almost impossible circumstances and the astonishing legacy they left behind. 

Next Year in Havana 
by Chanel Cleeton 
Tuesday, March 17 @ 11:30 

Havana, 1958. Nineteen-year-old Elisa Perez is part of 
Cuba's high society, where she is largely sheltered from 
the country's growing political unrest--until she embarks 
on a clandestine affair with a passionate revolutionary… 
Miami, 2017. Marisol Ferrera grew up hearing romantic 
stories of Cuba from her late grandmother Elisa. Elisa's 
last wish was for Marisol to scatter her ashes in the    

country of her birth. Arriving in Havana, Marisol comes face-to-face with the 
contrast of Cuba's tropical, timeless beauty and its perilous political climate. 
When more family history comes to light and Marisol finds herself attracted to 
a man with secrets of his own, she'll need the lessons of her grandmother's 
past to help her understand the true meaning of courage. 

Homegoing by Yaa Gysai 
Tuesday, May 19 @ 11:30 

Ghana, eighteenth century: two half sisters are born into 

different villages, each unaware of the other. One will marry 
an Englishman and lead a life of comfort in the palatial 
rooms of the Cape Coast Castle. The other will be captured 
in a raid on her village, and sold into slavery. Homegoing 
follows the parallel paths of these sisters and their         
descendants through eight generations: from the Gold 
Coast to the plantations of Mississippi, from the American 
Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Join us on the 3rd Tuesday at 11:30,         
bring a brown bag lunch if you’d like.  

Hamilton-Wenham Public Library 
(978) 468-5577     www.hwlibrary.org 
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In an enthralling new novel from national                
bestselling author Kate Quinn, two women --          
a female spy recruited to the real-life Alice                  
Network in France during World War I and an                       
unconventional American socialite searching for 
her cousin in 1947 -- are brought together in a 
mesmerizing story of courage and redemption.  

One Day in December by Josie Silver 
Tuesday, Nov. 19 @ 11:30 

Laurie is pretty sure love at first sight doesn't exist any-
where but the movies. But then, through a misted-up bus 
window one snowy December day, she sees a man who 
she knows instantly is the one. Their eyes meet, there's   
a moment of pure magic...and then her bus drives away. 
What follows for Laurie, Sarah, and Jack is 10 years of 
friendship, heartbreak, missed opportunities, roads not 
taken, and destinies reconsidered. One Day in December 
is a joyous, heartwarming, and immensely moving love 
story to escape into and a reminder that fate takes      
inexplicable turns along the route to happiness.  

Beartown by Fredrik Backman 
Tuesday, Sept. 17 @ 11:30 

People say Beartown is finished. A tiny community 
nestled deep in the forest, it is slowly losing ground to 
the ever-encroaching trees. But down by the lake 
stands an old ice rink, built generations ago by the 
working men who founded this town. In that ice rink is 
the reason people in Beartown believe tomorrow will 
be better than today. Their junior ice hockey team is 
about to compete in the national semifinals, and they 
actually have a shot at winning. All the hopes and 
dreams of this place now rest on the shoulders of a 
handful of teenage boys. 

The Alice Network by Kate Quinn 
Tuesday, Oct. 15 @ 11:30 

 

The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah                        
Tuesday, Dec. 17 @ 11:30 

Lenora Allbright is 13 when her father convinces her   
mother, Cora, to forgo their inauspicious existence in     
Seattle and move to Kaneq, Alaska. It's 1974, and the  
former Vietnam POW sees a better future away from    
the noise and nightmares that plague him. Having been 
left a homestead by a buddy who died in the war, Ernt   
is secure in his beliefs, but never was a family less     
prepared for the reality of Alaska, the long, cold winters 
and isolation.  

Before We Were Yours                                  
by Lisa Wingate 
Tuesday, Feb. 18 @ 11:30 

Memphis, Tennessee, 1936. The five Foss children 
find their lives changed forever when their parents 
leave them alone on the family shantyboat one 
stormy night. Rill Foss, just twelve years old, must 
protect her four younger siblings as they are 
wrenched from their home on the Mississippi and 
thrown into the care of the infamous Georgia Tann, 
director of the Tennessee Children's Home Society. 
South Carolina, Present Day. Avery Stafford has 
lived a charmed life. Loving daughter to her father, a U.S. Senator, she    
has a promising career as an assistant D.A. in Baltimore and is engaged    
to her best friend. But when Avery comes home to help her father         
weather a health crisis and a political attack, a chance encounter with a 
stranger leaves her deeply shaken. Avery's decision to learn more about   
the  woman's life will take her on a journey through her family's                
long-hidden history. 

The Story of Arthur Truluv              
by Elizabeth Berg 
Tuesday, Jan. 21 @ 11:30 

A moving novel about three people who have lost 
the person they love most, and must find their way 
back to happiness. Arthur, a widower, meets     
Maddy, an angry and friendless teenage girl, while 
visiting his late wife at the cemetery, where he goes 
every day for lunch. Against all odds, the two strike 
up a friendship that pulls them out of a serious rut. 
They band together with Arthur's nosy neighbor  
Lucille, to create lives that are truly worth living. 
Proving that life's most precious moments are 
sweeter when shared.  
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